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The Longest Table:
What a Night!

HAT HAPPENS WHEN

we close our block to
traffic, line it with tables from
end to end, and invite the whole
neighborhood to bring a dish
and pull up a chair? You geta
summer evening that feels like the
best block party and the warmest
dinner party rolled into one.

On June 26, The Longest Table came to W. 103rd St.

for the first time, and it exceeded every hope we had
when planning it. Five hundred people joined, and tables
overflowed with everything from homemade dishes to
pizza boxes, birthday cupcakes to a showstopper cake. There
were neighbors who'd lived on the block for decades sitting
alongside newcomers whod arrived in the city just weeks

Photo: Catherine Titcomb

ago. (continued on page 8)

Bloomingdale Bites:
Movie Trivia and Good

Local Eats

By AMy EDELMAN

START BONING UP on your movie trivia! The folks from
the Upper West Side Cinema Center will be our special
guests at the upcoming Bloomingdale Bites on Thurs., Oct.
9,69 p.m., generously hosted by Hostelling International,
891 Amsterdam Ave. While we feast on dishes offered

by an array of local restaurants, Ira Deutchman and Beth
Krieger will give an update on their project to turn the old
Metro Theater into a five-screen independent film center,
show a short video, and then move on to the main event:

a trivia contest centered around New York City and film.
Bloomingdale Bites, a joint undertaking of our Block
Association, the West 104th Street Block Association, and

(continued on page 4)

Halloween Parade &
Party: We Need Volunteers!

OME ONE, COME ALL (and volunteer to help make it
happen)!

The Block Association’s annual Halloween Parade &
Party will take place Fri., Oct. 31, with lineup for the parade
starting at 6:15 p.m.

'That evening, folks of all ages, including hundreds of kids,
will gather at the northwest corner of W. 102nd St. and
West End Ave. to line up for the parade. The kids, and many
adults, dress in creative costumes. Come see the pageantry.
You won't be disappointed.

At 6:30 p.m., the parade sets off to the north along West
End Ave., turns left to walk down W. 103rd St. toward
Riverside Dr. and left again on the Riverside Dr. service
road, before turning left again onto W. 102nd St., which has
been closed off to traffic for the event.

Many homeowners along the route join in on the fun and
decorate their stoops with pumpkins, ghosts, spiderwebs,
and sometimes a surprise or two.

When the parade is over, participants congregate on the
block for a party complete with refreshments, trick-or-
treating, and entertainment!

Neighbor and board member Mary Coss will once again
be generously coordinating the event. But she needs lots of
volunteers to help make this happen!

(continued on page 3)

WEIGH IN ON THE
SHARED STREET!

Tell us your thoughts about the Shared Street and how
you would like to see our blocks evolve in the future.
Take our survey online or fill it out on pp. 5-6 (English,
p-5; Spanish, p.6) and send it in. Find QR codes to both
versions on those pages as well.

*  Online form in English: bit.ly/W103rdStSurvey2025
*  Online form in Spanish: bit.ly/W103rdStEspanol
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THE WEST 102ND &
103RD STREETS BLOCK
ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

info@w102-103blockassn.org
Hedy Campbell, editor; Amy
Edelman, associate editor;

Ariana Koblitz, designer; Terence
Hanrahan, advertising manager;
Avery Hudson, indexer. Comments
and questions related to the
Association or Newsletter are
welcomed. Address letters to
Newsletter Editor, P.O. Box 1940,
New York, NY 10025. Email

may be sent to editor@w102-
103blockassn.org. Phone messages
may be left at (212) 865-8524.
Previous issues of the Newsletter
and the index are available online at

w102-103blockassn.org.

EMAIL LIST
The Block Association maintains
an email list to notify residents
about important matters that arise
between issues of the Newsletter.
You can join the list by sending
your email address, full name, home
address (with apartment number),
and phone number to email@w102-
103blockassn.org.

Nov. 4 Election:
What to Know

THE MAYOR, COMPTROLLER,
BOROUGH PRESIDENT, PUBLIC
ADVOCATE, DISTRICT ATTORNEY,
AND ENTIRE CITY COUNCIL are all
up for re-election this year. There are
also some statewide measures to vote
on. Find out what is on your ballot by
going to ballotpedia.org/New York
elections, 2025.

EARLY VOTING will take place Sat.,
Oct. 25-Sun., Nov. 2. Hours vary
from day to day, so check the vote.nyc
website closer to the dates for details.

REGISTERING TO VOTE: There are a
variety of ways to register, including by
mail or online. The deadline to do so
for the November election is Oct. 25.
More information is available at vote.
nyc/page/register-vote.

OTHER IMPORTANT DEADLINES:

0CT.20: Last day to change your

(continued on page 8)

Help Wanted

BLOOMINGDALE BITES (sce page
1): We are looking for neighbors

to help with a variety of tasks on
Thurs., Oct. 9. Contact bites@w102-
103blockassn.org if you can volunteer.

HALLOWEEN PARADE & PARTY
We need many volunteers, for all

sorts of jobs: setting up for the event;
staffing tables; cleaning up; donating
candy; doing face-painting; taking
photos; playing music; baking goodies;
providing hot beverages. (See page

1 for more details.) If you can help
with any of these tasks, please contact
halloween@w102-103blockassn.org.

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION

We pride ourselves on producing

a hard-copy newsletter that gets
slipped under every door in the Block
Association territory. Essential to this
is our stalwart group of volunteers who
spread out and deliver them within
their own buildings and to neighboring
ones. One of our longtime delivery
people recently moved out of the city,
so we need someone to take her place.
It constitutes about an hour’s work
four times a year, and involves the
delivery of newsletters to addresses on
W.102nd St. between WEA and RSD,
and W. 103rd St. between Broadway
and WEA. If you don't want to take
the entire route, perhaps you would
volunteer to distribute just for your
block or at least to others in your own
building. Please contact editor@w102-
103blockassn.org if you can help out.

BLOCK
ASSOCIATION
MEETINGS

Block Association meetings are open to all
and are usually held on the second Tuesday of
the month at 7:30 p.m. Email info@w102-
103blockassn.org if you’d like to attend either
in person or via Zoom. Or view the livestream
(go to our website, w102-103blockassn.

org, and click on “Resources’”” and then
“YouTube’). It’s always a good idea to

check our website for late-breaking schedule

updates.

Sept.9
Oct.14
Nov.11
Dec.9

UPCOMING EVENTS

W. 104th St. Block Assn.Yard
Sale

Sat., Sept. 27
10 a.m.=5 p.m.
W. 104th St. (WEA/RSD)
(see page 3)

Barking Day
Pet adoption festival
Sun., Sept. 28
11 a.m.-5 p.m.
(adoptions 12—4 p.m.)
W. 103rd St. (WEA/Broadway)
(see page 4)

Bloomingdale Bites
Movie-trivia night/food from local
restaurants
Thurs., Oct. 9
6—-9 p.m.

Hostelling International NYC
891 Amsterdam Ave.
(103rd/104th)

(see page 1)

The Intersection of Travel &
Architecture

How travel shapes people, places,
perspectives
Thurs., Oct. 16
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Hostelling International NYC
891 Amsterdam Ave.
(103rd/104th)
(see page 7)

Daffodil-Bulb Planting/Tree-Well
Cleanup

Wed., Oct. 22/Wed., Oct. 29
5—6 p.m., 878 West End Ave.
(see page 3)

Halloween Parade & Party
Fri., Oct. 31
6:15 p.m. (parade steps off at
6:30)
W. 102nd St. (WEA/Riverside)
(see page 1)

Winter Newsletter
Early December

Solstice Caroling
Sun., Dec. 21
7 p.m.
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(continued from page 1)

Halloween

THIS IS HOWYOU CAN HELP!

*  We need a team of volunteers to
help set up on Oct. 31, starting at
2:30 p.m.

*  We'll also need additional
volunteers to help staff tables
during the event (6:00-8:30 p.m.).

* And especially volunteers for
cleanup at the end of the party
(8:30-10:00 p.m.)

DOYOU HAVE AN ARTISTIC
TALENT?

We're also looking for talented
neighbors who can add to the fun! Face
painters, balloon artists, photographers,
etc., if this is you, please reach out.

MORE WAYS TO PARTICIPATE!
'This year we are looking to include
live music, baked goods, and hot
beverages. If you're able to donate and/
or contribute in any way, please let us
know!

And last, but certainly not
least, CANDY DONATIONS! As
mentioned, we have hundreds of
kids who come to our block party
every year, and numbers are growing.
Early candy donations are very much
appreciated so that we can ensure we
have enough to go around the night
of Halloween. Starting Oct. 1, there
will be a candy donation drop-off box
located in the lobby of 865 West End
Ave., near the northwest corner of W.
102nd St.

Neighbors, this event can happen
only if the whole community supports
it! Please contact halloween@w102-
103blockassn.org to volunteer. Let’s
make this the best Halloween Parade
& Party yet!

HEALING ARTS

Lauren Stahl

Reiki Practitioner
Certified Reflexologist - ARCB, RAA, TRA

7S (917) 670-1327
+ ¥ lauren@laurenstahl.com
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What Have We Been Up To?

By HEDY CAMPBELL

NOT ALL OF OUR EFFORTS are
equally visible to residents, so
we're launching a new column. In
“What Have We Been Up To?” we’ll
report on some of the behind-the-
scenes work we do on behalf of the
community. For example:

We're trying to make some headway
on the dog waste problem. We were on
the verge of a project to install dog-
waste-bag dispensers when we found
out that the city may be planning to
roll them out. We'll continue to explore
whether to take the initiative or wait
for the city to do it for us. We're also in
the process of ordering tree-bed signs
that will remind dog owners that the
tree beds are not doggie bathrooms.

'This summer we also succeeded in
getting two motorcycles that were
parked illegally on the sidewalk
removed. One was derelict and wound
up in the trash. Repeated attempts
via 311 had failed; thanks to whoever

Daftfodil .
Plaﬂt{}I\l]g/ ?ljr

Tree-Well V
Cleanup
Oct. 22 & 29

PLANTING DAFFODILS IN OUR
TREE BEDS each fall is one way
to ensure that cheerful yellow, white,
and orange flowers will festoon our
sidewalks in the spring.
Neighborhood planting maven Eliza
Lansdale has set aside two evenings
to make daffodil bulbs available to
volunteers for planting in tree beds
around the neighborhood. It’s also
a good time to tidy up the beds and
tuck them in for winter. Plan to lend a
hand in the evening on Wed., Oct. 22,
and/or Wed., Oct. 29. Supplies will be
ready to go in front of 878 West End
Ave. from 5 to 6 p.m. Email trees@
w102-103blockassn.org to let Eliza
know you’ll help, to make another
arrangement, or to ask a question.

clipped the lock and moved it to the
curb on Broadway, and to the Dept. of
Sanitation for hauling it away! As for
the other one, which was in working
order, complete with a license plate,
contact with 24th Precinct Community
Affairs Officer Stephen Jones may have
been the secret sauce. The bike was
removed promptly and hasn’t been seen
on the sidewalk since.

In addition, with the help of a
volunteer, we're actively exploring
whether the Block Association would
qualify as a 501(c)3 organization. We've
also weighed in when neighbors have
asked our advice about dealing with a
noisy neighbor and recovering funds
that were stolen via an ATM scam.

Last but not least, we can share
the exciting news that we are now on
Instagram! Follow us at w102103.
blockassociation to get our latest
updates and see fabulous photos from
our June Longest Table event. Thanks
to co-treasurer Ethan Stein for setting
this up and maintaining the site for us.

W. 104th St.
Yard Sale Sept. 27

HE WEST 104TH STREET BLOCK

AssociaTioN’s 35th annual Yard
Sale will be held on Sat., Sept. 27, from
10 a.m.to 5 p.m.

More than 60 vendors will line the
block between West End Ave. and
Riverside Dr. with an extraordinary
array of quirky and unusual finds:
vintage treasures, children’s toys,
clothes, hand-crafted jewelry, books,
and more.

There will also be a silent auction,
featuring dozens of gift certificates
to local restaurants and businesses;

a bake table, with homemade sweet
and savory treats; a book table with
hundreds of books of all types for all
ages; and the celebrated 50-50 raffle,
with the winner splitting the pot
with the West 104th Street Block
Association.

Plus there will be live music, an
amazing vibe, and a chance to be with
friends and neighbors at a truly unique
West Side event. Come on by! More

info at bloomingdale.org
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Make Music
NY, 2025

(continued from page 1)

Bites

EVERY YEAR ON THE SUMMER
SOLSTICE, music breaks out
throughout our city and community,
thanks to the efforts of the nonprofit
Make Music New York, local
musicians, and community partners.
'This June, the Columbus-
Amsterdam BID (cabid.nyc) and Park
to Park 103 organized five sites in our
neighborhood, including three on W.
103rd St. (by the Bosino restaurant
near Amsterdam, and on both sides
of Broadway). Singer-songwriter and
neighbor Lizzie Blazquez served as
music curator and performer. A great

Lizzie Blazquez (right) and ballerina Fiorella on
W. 103rd St. Photo: Peter Frishauf

up to sing with Simmerr the Band’s Jairo Campo
and James Acre.Photo: Peter Frishauf

the Columbus-Amsterdam BID,
offers a chance for neighbors to come
together for dinner, socializing, and
entertainment.

Those who attended our last
Bloomingdale Bites trivia night, which
focused on New York City history,
will recall a merry but hard-fought
contest, with teams vying for the first
prize of a gift certificate to one of the
participating restaurants. Many of the
groups were formed then and there,
with people who otherwise didn't know
one another joining up to compete
together. The food was delicious and it
was a wonderful opportunity to meet

new neighbors or get reacquainted
with old friends.

Those who attended our
last Bloomingdale Bites
trivia night, which focused
on New York City history,
will recall a merry but
hard-fought contest.

To RSVP, go to eventbrite.
com/e/bloomingdale-bites-tickets-
1628915212249>aff=oddtdtcreator.
'The cost (payable at the door) will
be $15 for adults and $10 for anyone
under fifteen. Doors will open at 5:45
p-m. and reservations will be honored
only until 6:15 (after that: first come,
first served), so be sure to get there
on time! More info at our website
(w102-103blockassn.org) and cabid.
nyc. Questions? Contact bites@w102-
103blockassn.org.

We look forward to seeing you at
what has become one of the most
popular neighborhood events of the
year!

2675A Broadway (102 St)
212-222-3640

¥ GRAPE COLLECTIVE

Great New Selections
Compare Our Prices

Visit GrapeCollective.com

Learn About Your Favorite
Wine and More. Then Pick Up
Your New Selection at Our Store.

Over 80 Winemaker Videos
on Our Website

Barking Day:
Sept 28

THE FOURTH ANNUAL Barking Day
pet-adoption event returns to W.
103rd St. between West End Ave. and
Broadway on Sun., Sept. 28 (rain date
is a week later, Oct. 5). As in years past,
it is made possible by the Animal Care
Centers of NYC, Park to Park 103,
and the Columbus-Amsterdam BID.
Find your purrfect match with dogs
and cats of all ages looking to share a
loving home. The shelters are currently
at capacity, so please consider adopting
your next pet at our event. As always,
donations of pet food, toys, or money
are gratefully accepted (nycacc.org).

Best Gopy

Fedood] ome.

2660 Broadway
(Btwn 101 & 102)

212-665-8523

212-665-7685

email: bestcopy@nyec.rr.com
bestcopyl01@gmail.com
website: www.bestcopyny.com

Copy - Print - Binding - Fax
Internet Cafe - Scan & PDF

Passport Photo - T-Shirt Print

Business Cards - Color Posters
DVD Convert - Blue Print
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Please Weigh In on the Shared Street

NE BLOCK OF THE W. 103RD

Shared Street, from West End
Ave. to Broadway, is within the
boundaries of our Block Association
(which is W. 102nd and W. 103rd Sts.
from Broadway to Riverside Dr., and
West End Ave. from the south corner
of W. 102nd St. to the north corner
of W.103rd). Prior to the Dept. of
Transportation’s installation of the
Shared Street, they assured the Block
Association that they would periodically
review the street plan. While the Block
Association does not have any formal
oversight role in terms of the Shared
Street—it is controlled by DOT—we’re
seeking community input.

DOT has visited the street several
times with members of our board. They
tell us they plan to repave the Shared
Street in the fall, although a schedule
has not yet been announced. In this
process, the asphalt art in the public
spaces will be replaced with fresh
asphalt covered by a tan gravelized
epoxy paint. (To see how this looks,
visit the recently repaved area in front
of the hostel, 891 Amsterdam Ave.)

Wed like to hear from as many
community members as possible to find
out what the most and least popular
teatures of the Shared Street are. Keep
in mind that while DOT welcomes
input, they manage our streets, and we
can’t guarantee that the requests we
make will be implemented. Because the
Shared Street design was signed by city
engineers to certify compliance with
safety standards and emergency access,
we can't recommend changes that
would be contrary to those regulations.

While we're at it, we thought we'd
also find out if residents are aware of
some of the upcoming changes that
are being field-tested elsewhere on the
Upper West Side. Many were discussed
at the “Future of Our Streets” panel we
hosted last winter.

Please help the Block Association
represent the entire community as best
as possible by letting us know where
you stand. The input we get will help
inform our recommendations to DOT.

Ground Rules:

To participate in this survey, you
must provide your first and last name,
along with your address, to verify that
you live or work within the boundaries
of the impacted community. Please

identify whether you are a resident,
building staff, or some other category
of stakeholder in the area. Comments
will be kept confidential. The Block
Association will not share comments
publicly unless the permission of the
person who submitted the comment
has been provided. Deadline for
submitting surveys is Oct. 15.

SURVEY
(available in English and S)amsh)
d

To answer online (preferred): bit.l
W103rdStSurvey2025 (English vers1on)
or bit.ly/W103rdStEspanol (Spanish)

If you are unable to respond online, you
may use the printed form below.

ircle your answers on this page and
mail it to W. 102-103 Streets Block
Assoc.,P.O.Box 1940, NY, NY 10025
or drop it off with the doorman at 240
W.102nd St. between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m.
Deadline: Oct. 15.

Name
Address
Email
Relationship to community (circle): Resident/
Business Owner/Building Staft/

Other (explain)

Is the block of W. 103rd St. between West
End Ave. and Broadway one of the pathways
you use to get to Broadway, the subway, or
elsewhere? Y/N

Do you ever make use of the Shared
Street, whether sitting on the stones,
attending an event, walking or cycling on
the street, or otherwise? Y/N

Have you attended any events that have
taken place on the Shared Street? Y/N

DOT has approved a 10-mph speed limit
for the Shared Street. Are you in favor of this
reduced speed limit? Y/N

Are you generally in favor of 103rd St.
being a Shared Street? Y/N

Do you think modifications of any of
the below would be beneficial? If so, please
describe below.

* planters

*  hugs (the mid-block semi-circular public
spaces)

*  curb extensions (on the corners at the
intersections)

* granite safety seating stones

* decorative artwork

* reduced speed limit

Do you think the Shared Street should be
extended to include the block between West
End Ave. and Riverside Dr.? Y/N

If so, which of these features would you

like to see implemented:

* planters Y/N

*  hugs (the mid-block semi-circular public
spaces) Y/N

* curb extensions (on the corners of
intersections) Y/N

 granite safety seating stones Y/N

* decorative artwork Y/N

*  reduced speed limit Y/N

Are you aware that custom-designed
closed “Empire Bins” that hold garbage and
recyclables have been installed between
Broadway and Amsterdam on W. 108th, W.
111th, W. 112th, and W. 113th Sts.? They are
positioned in the street alongside the curb
and are expected to be put in use citywide.
Y/N

Are you in favor of installing Empire Bins
in our Block Association territory? (Note
that the Block Association is unlikely to
have any say in this matter.) Y/N/Maybe

Are you in favor of installing electric
vehicle chargers at the curb? Examples
are on W. 76th, W. 84th, and W. 93rd Sts.,
between Amsterdam and Columbus Aves.
Y/N/Maybe

Do you think a limited number of spaces
should be reserved for delivery vehicles
to park while unloading packages during
specific daytime hours? Y/N/Maybe

Do you have additional comments?
Diatribes, hate speech, falsehoods, and
rumormongering are not welcome.

WEST 102ND & 103RD STREETS BLOCK ASSOCIATION
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Encuesta de calles compartidas de W. 103rd St.

Una cuadra de la calle compartida W.
103rd, desde West End Ave. hasta
Broadway, se encuentra dentro de los limites
de nuestra Asociacién de Vecindarios (que
abarca las calles W. 102nd y W. 103rd desde
Broadway hasta Riverside Dr.,y West End
Ave. desde la esquina sur de W. 102nd St
hasta la esquina norte de W. 103rd). Antes
de que el Departamento de Transporte
instalara la calle compartida, este le aseguré
a la Asociacién de Vecindarios que revisaria
periédicamente el plan de calles. Si bien

la Asociacién de Vecindarios no tiene una
funcién de supervisién formal en cuanto a la
calle compartida (esta estd controlada por el
DOT), estamos solicitando la opinién de la
comunidad.

El Departamento de Transporte (DOT)
ha visitado la calle varias veces con miembros
de nuestra junta directiva. Nos informan que
planean repavimentar la calle compartida
en otofio, aunque ain no se ha anunciado
un cronograma. En este proceso, las obras
de arte en asfalto de los espacios publicos se
reemplazardn con asfalto fresco cubierto con
pintura epoxi color canela con grava. (Para
ver cémo se ve, visite la zona recientemente
repavimentada frente al albergue, en 891
Amsterdam Ave.)

Nos gustaria conocer la opinién del
mayor nimero posible de miembros de
la comunidad para determinar cudles son
las caracteristicas mds populares y menos
populares de la Calle Compartida. Tengan
en cuenta que, si bien el Departamento de
Transporte (DOT) agradece sus comentarios,
administra nuestras calles y no podemos
garantizar que se implementen las solicitudes
que presentamos. Dado que el disefio de la
Calle Compartida fue firmado por ingenieros
municipales para certificar el cumplimiento
de las normas de seguridad y el acceso de
emergencia, no podemos recomendar cambios
que contravengan dichas regulaciones.

Ya que estamos, también queremos
averiguar si los residentes conocen algunos de
los préximos cambios que se estdn probando
en otras zonas del Upper West Side. Muchos
de ellos se debatieron en el panel "El Futuro
de Nuestras Calles" que organizamos el
invierno pasado.

Por favor, ayuden a la Asociacién de
Vecindarios a representar a toda la comunidad
de la mejor manera posible haciéndonos saber
su opinién. La informacién que recibamos
nos ayudaré a fundamentar nuestras
recomendaciones al DOT.

Reglas basicas:

Para participar en esta encuesta, debe
proporcionar su nombre y apellido, junto
con su direccion, para verificar que reside o
trabaja dentro de los limites de la comunidad
afectada. Por favor, indique si es residente,
miembro del personal del edificio o cualquier
otra persona interesada en la zona. Los
comentarios serdn confidenciales. La
Asociacién de Vecinos no compartiré los
comentarios publicamente a menos que se

cuente con el permiso de la persona que los
envi6. La fecha limite para enviar las encuestas
es el 15 de octubre.

ENCUESTA
(Disponible en inglés y espafiol)
Para responder en linea (preferiblemente):
bit.ly/W103rdStSurvey2025 (versién en

inglés) o bit.ly/W103rdStEspanol (versién en
espafiol)
Si no puede responder en linea, puede usar
el formulario impreso a continuacién.
Marque con un circulo sus respuestas en
esta pagina y enviela por correo a W. 102-103
Streets Block Assoc., P.O. Box 1940, NY,
NY 10025 o entréguela al portero en 240 W.
102nd St., entre las 8:00 a. m. y las 10:00 p. m.
Fechalimite: 15 de octubre.

Nombre
Direccién
Correo electrénico

Relacién con la comunidad (marque con un
circulo):

Residente/Propietario/Personal del edificio/
Otro (explique)

¢La cuadra de W. 103rd St. entre West
End Ave.y Broadway es una de las vias
que utiliza habitualmente parallegar a
Broadway, al metro o a otro lugar? Si/No

¢Alguna vez utiliza la calle compartida,
ya sea sentado en las piedras, asistiendo aun
evento, caminando o andando en bicicleta
porla calle, o de otra manera? Si/No

¢Ha asistido a algun evento que haya
tenido lugar en la Calle Compartida? Si/No

ElDepartamento de Transporte (DOT)
aprobé un limite de velocidad de 10 MPH
(16 km/h) parala calle compartida. ;Estia
favor de esta reduccion? Si/No

¢En general estd a favor de que la calle 103
sea una “calle compartida”? Si/No

¢Cree que seria beneficioso modificar
alguno de los puntos siguientes? De ser asi,
describalo a continuacién.
* Jardineras

*  "Abrazos" (los espacios publicos
semicirculares de la mitad de la cuadra) __

*  Piedras de granito para asientos de
seguridade

*  QObras de arte decorativas

* Limite de velocidad reducido

¢Cree quela calle compartida deberia
ampliarse para incluir la cuadra entre West
End Avenuey Riverside Drive? Si/No

¢Cuil de estas caracteristicas le gustaria

ver implementada en el bloque entre West

End Avenue y Riverside Drive:

* (Jardineras? Si/No

+  ("Abrazos" (los espacios publicos
semicirculares de la mitad de la cuadra)?
Si/No

+ (Extensiones de aceras (en las esquinas de
las intersecciones)? Si/No

*  ¢Piedras de granito para asientos de
seguridade? Si/No

*  ¢Obras de arte decorativas? Si/No

* ¢Limite de velocidad reducido? Si/No

¢Sabia que se han instalado contenedores
cerrados "Empire" disefiados a medida para
la basura y los materiales reciclables entre
Broadway y Amsterdam, en las calles 108,
111,112y 113 Oeste? Estin ubicados junto a
la aceray se espera que se utilicen en toda la

ciudad. Si/No

¢Esta afavor de instalar contenedores
Empire en el territorio de nuestra
Asociacion de Vecinos? (Ten en cuenta
que es poco probable que la Asociacién de
Vecinos tenga voz y voto en este asunto).

Si/No/Tal vez

¢Esta a favor de instalar cargadores
para vehiculos eléctricos en la acera? Hay
ejemplos en las calles W. 76th, W. 84th y
W. 93rd, entre las avenidas Amsterdam y
Columbus. Si/No/Tal vez

¢Cree que se deberia reservar un
numero limitado de espacios para que los
vehiculos de reparto puedan estacionarse
mientras descargan paquetes durante horas
especificas del dia? Si/No/Tal vez

¢Tiene algin comentario adicional? No
se aceptan diatribas, discursos de odio,
falsedades ni rumores.

+ Extensiones de aceras (en las esquinas de
las intersecciones)
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The Intersection of Travel and

Architecture: Discussion on
Richard Morris Hunt

O N THurs., OcT. 16, AT 6:30
p.M., Hostelling International
NYC will host a special program that
explores how travel shaped the thinking
of renowned architect Richard Morris
Hunt, designer of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Vanderbilt mansions,
and HI’s own historic building at 891
Amsterdam Ave. The main event will be
a conversation between historian Sam

To the Editor:

WANTED TO WRITE YOU about

a recent experience I had with
a local business that advertises in
your newsletter. As a historian and
author, I recently hit a tech wall.
My publisher asked me to create a
website for my third book, but as the
boomerist of Baby Boomers, my tech
skills are practically nonexistent. I
was overwhelmed by the project and
ready to quit when I happened to meet
David Kolesnikow of Boomernology at
a friend’s gathering.

When David and I bonded over
Chicago Bears socks, I knew he was
the one. As it turned out, his patience
and expertise turned my ideas into a
fantastic website showcasing my work.
He listened, suggested, and made my
vision better than I had dreamed.

David came to my home, delivering
with charm and punctuality, and even
fixed my TV for free! Now my website
connects me to readers worldwide, and
it’s a blast. I highly recommend David
for your tech needs.

Stephen Wolf

Riverside Drive

pOOMERNOLOG),

\ 4

Digital World

boomernology.com

Personalized Luxury Tech Support for
NYC'’s Baby Boomers & Older Adults

Empowering You to Navigate Today's

SERVICES OFFERED:

+« COMPUTER SETUP, SUPPORT, & EDUCATION
+« CELL PHONE & MOBILE DEVICE SUPPORT

* WI-FI & SMART HOME SETUP

* PRINTER & SCANNER SUPPORT

+« SOCIAL MEDIA & EMAIL ACCOUNT SETUP

* CYBERSECURITY & FRAUD PREVENTION

fO X«
{, 908.299.6634
4 dave @boomernology.com

Wiatters, author of the two recent books
Richard Morris Hunt: The Collector and
The Gilded Life of Richard Morris Hunt,
and Lisa Gurwitch, global nonprofit
executive and former HI USA board
member. Afterward, there will be an
optional book-signing and tours of the
building. Read more about the event
and buy tickets ($25) at hiusa.org/

morrishunt.

www.w102-103blockassn.org

How was the once-abandoned
building at 891 Amsterdam Ave.
(now HI NYC) transformed
into a neighborhood gem? The
inspirational answer is now told
by two legends of the rescue:
Pam Tice of the Bloomingdale
Neighborhood History Group and
former NYC Council Member and
Borough President Ruth Messinger.
Both recently sat down with Alan
Winson and Rebecca McKean
of the Bar Crawl Radio podcast
to recount the story (shows.acast.
com/bar-crawl-radio/episodes/
story-of-the-amsterdam-hostel-

institutional-dignity). Tice also

previously documented much of
the history at the BNHG blog
(upperwestsidehistory.org/blogs/
the-story-of-891-amsterdam-
avenue-and-how-it-became-a-new-

york-city-landmark).

Amsterdam Ave. Open Street

HE COLUMBUS-AMSTERDAM

BID has a full roster of fun events
planned for the fall, Sept. 6-Oct. 25, on
the Amsterdam Ave. Open Street (W.
106th-W. 110th Sts.). Every Saturday,
3-10 p.m., there will be activities for
the whole family, including music, arts
and crafts, learn-to-bike clinics,a Latin

American block party, and more. Go to_

cabid.nyc for more details.

Susan M Schor

New York, NY 10025
914-419-5499

Independent Sales Agent
890 West End Avenue 7A

susanmschorphd @ gmail.com

' United]_{ga_l_thqare"

”'p'

Medicare Plans
tom UnitedHealthcare
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(continued from page 1)
The Longest Table

After dodging a few raindrops,
our crew got things set up, table
captains decorated for their guests,
and greeters began welcoming people
onto the street. Conversations started
over recipes and centerpieces, kids
ran between the tables, and soon the
whole block was buzzing with stories,
unexpected connections, and laughter
from all ages. By the end of the night,
people were swapping numbers,
making plans, and remembering why
we love this neighborhood.

'The magic of The Longest Table
is that it’s simple—just a meal at a
table—but it turns out that can be
enough to make a big city feel like
a small town. We're so grateful to
everyone who organized, cooked,
decorated, volunteered, and simply

showed up.

A view from above

Major thanks to new Block
Association board member Debbie
Goetz, who spearheaded the effort
and saw it through, soup to nuts (so
to speak!), with grace and humor, and
the neighborhood partners who helped
make it happen, including the folks at
the Columbus-Amsterdam BID, who
helped with logistics and promotion,
and, along with residents of the Mt.

b R ——

Neighbors celebrating with festive décor.
Photo: Martha Cooper

Sinai Halfway House and students
from West Prep Academy, provided
invaluable staffing. Thanks also to Park
to Park 103, Hostelling International
NYC, and the Marseilles.

Finally, we couldn’t have pulled
this off without our many volunteers,
including the table captains and
greeters who set the welcoming tone
for the event and the photographers
and videographers who captured the
joy in it. It was truly a community-wide
effort.

We'll be back next year—so start
thinking about what you’ll bring to the
table!

Thank you to the Longest Table crew who set up
and broke down everything. Photo: Peter Frishauf

(continued from page 2)

Election

LOOKING FOR
OCCASIONAL
CAT SITTER(S)

FOR TWO CUTE AND
ALMOST ALWAYS WELL-

BEHAVED KITTENS

AT
885 WEA

PLEASE TEXT ALEX
AND NATE

917-860-1353

914-420-8351

THANKS SO MUCH!

address before the general election

0CT.25: Last day the Board of
Elections can receive an application
for an absentee ballot for the general
election sent by mail or done online.
If you are applying in person, the
deadline is Nov. 3.

Note that, unlike the June primary,
the general election will not use
ranked-choice voting; a simple
majority prevails.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
VOTING: Contact the New York City
Board of Elections [vote.nyc; (866)
Vote-NYC].

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS

- BROADWAY
-DIVE

_— 2552 Broadway
. (101st St)

. 212-865-2662

BROADWAY

DIVE
N A

" o Artisanal Bottled Beers for
Purchase
'"To-Go'
25 Draft Beer Lines with
Growler Fills Available

Kegs Available for Delivery to
Your Parties

Delectable Gluten Free Snacks -

and Beers

Sensational Holiday Beer
Packs Available

For any questions, concerns
or inquiries, please email

Broadwaydive@gmail.com

~ TRIVIA-BEATTHE
TRIVIA MASTER
= TUESDAY NIGHTS
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Free Compost
Bins

HE CITY’S

MANDATORY
COMPOSTING LAWS
are now fully in
effect. Find more
information at nyc.
gov/site/dsny/collection/residents/
curbside-composting.page. The
Block Association still has a few free
countertop compost bins to give out to
residents, courtesy of Council Member
Shaun Abreu’s office. If you are
interested in getting one, email amy@

w102-103blockassn.org and we will
arrange to get it to you.

(P
Curbed! |i

IN mip-AucusT, some UWS
residents were very unhappily
surprised to discover that overnight,
some 70 curbside parking spots
previously governed by alternate-side
parking rules had been converted to
metered parking. Although the plan,
part of the Dept. of Transportation’s
Smart Curbs program, meant to deal
with new realities of curbside use
(Empire trash bins, deliveries, etc.) and
launched last fall, had been announced
by the DOT and discussed at various
public meetings, it was not widely
publicized. As you might imagine, a
deluge of complaints ensued. Perhaps
thanks to some encouragement by
Council Member Gale Brewer, who
represents the area, the DOT has since
rescinded the parking changes and
decided to solicit more input from the
community about it. The city has also
acknowledged to Brewer’s office that
more could have and should have been
done to make sure the specifics and
timing of the program had been well
communicated.

Although we expect that some of
the Smart Curbs initiatives will surely
be implemented on our blocks in the
future, at this point in time the Block
Association has not yet been made
aware of any plans to do so.

Embrace the 3R’s

By SHARON WASKOW

IT’'s Easy BEING GREEN

BY NOW YOU’VE LIKELY HEARD of
the 3R’s--reduce, reuse, recycle.
But why should we, when it’s so easy
to buy new things online, improve a
bad mood with retail therapy, and just
throw that darn broken item away? The
EPA provides these answers and tips for
how to get started on the path of waste
reduction.

‘The best way to reduce waste is not
to create it in the first place. Forty-
two percent of U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions are associated with the
energy used to produce, process,
transport, and dispose of our food and
goods.

Think green before you shop.

* Doyoureally need it? For
something you don't use regularly,
consider borrowing, renting, or
sharing.

* How“green”is it? Keep an eye out
for products that are designed with
the environment in mind. Is it made
from recycled materials and can it
be recycled?

* Canyou reuse it? Buy reusable
instead of disposable items. For
example, use your own reusable
cutlery for picnics, parties, events.
Remember to bring your own
container for takeout drinks,
prepared foods, and restaurant
leftovers. Avoid single-use plastic.

* Buy used items: clothes, toys,
furniture, kitchenware, electronics,
books (or use the library).

* Reduce your food waste. Buy only
what you need, compost food scraps,
and donate unused food to food
banks or shelters.

* Assessyour current wardrobe,
declutter, and donate. Have you
ever noticed that you tend to
wear the same outfits over and
over, despite having a closet full
of clothes? This phenomenon is
known as the 80/20 Wardrobe
Rule: We typically wear only 20%
of our clothes regularly, while the
remaining 80% goes unused.

Here are some neighborhood

resources to support you on your 3R’s

path:

*  W.104th St. Yard Sale on Sept. 27.
Local vendors sell their no-longer-
needed items at this quintessential
reuse event. (See page 3.)

¢ Crown Sales and Services, at
2792 Broadway (107/108), fixes
vacuum cleaners, electronics, sewing
machines, and even typewriters!

 Carry your reusable containers
for takeaway drinks at local
participating shops (see
itseasybeinggreen.org/1235-2 for
a list). Bring your glass or metal
containers for prepared foods at
Health Nuts, 2611 Broadway
(98/99); both Westside Markets,
2589 Broadway (97/98) and
2840 Broadway (110/111); and
Samad’s Gourmet, 2867 Broadway
(111/112).

* Cut down on nonrecyclable single-
use plastic by purchasing a reusable
dry-cleaner bag at Friendly
Valet Cleaner, 2725 Broadway
(104/105). Kay French Cleaners,
2675 Broadway (101/102), will be
offering them soon.

*  Use this map to locate used clothes
and other items: nycvintagemap.
com/stores/upper-west-side

* Check out Freecycle, a grassroots
nonprofit that helps people give
and get things for free in their
own communities, with the goal
of reusing stuft and keeping it out
of landfills. Membership is free:
freecycle.org/signup.

* Similarly, donateNYC helps New
Yorkers “give goods, find goods, and
do good.” Go to nyc.gov/assets/
donate/site/home to find places
to donate your things to or to find
things you might need.

Finally, especially in these times,
it’s more important than ever that we
model and talk up our pro-planet
practices to family, neighbors, and
friends. Individual actions add up and
matter.

1ts Easy Being Green is your
neighborhood climate-education and
personal-action group. Consider
subscribing to the It’'s Easy Being Green
newsletter to keep in the know on NYC
environmental information and tips for a

greener lifestyle (itseasybeinggreen.org).
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Not on Broadway

By CartLin HAWKE
IREPORTED IN OUR LAST ISSUE that
all things commercial in our stretch
of Bloomingdale are not as bad as I'd
thought. There has definitely been
an influx of businesses. However, the
column this time is less about what is
on Broadway and more about what
isn't. Decidedly not on Broadway in our
stretch from W. 96th to W. 106th Sts.
are commercial tenants for spaces like
the old Suba Pharmacy, 104 Broadway
Farm, the beloved old bagelry Lenny’s,
the large space once home to the Italian
restaurant Regional, the old Wiz (who
remembers that!), the huge Citibank,
and the store that was the Nutbox
-- still vacant and still trashed inside,
which is more obvious than ever since
the forsaken perma-scaffold has finally
come down.

In something I'm calling the
Empties Awards, these all would be
at the top of my list of ignobles. I
would ask the landlords and brokers
proudly advertising their services in our
storefront windows, "What happened
to the 'Always be closing' ethos of
getting deals done?" Many of us have
our theories as to why rents don't drop
to meet business owners where they
are. Certainly something is awry with
the fundamental principle of supply
and demand when in strong economic
times so many street-level shops stay
perpetually vacant. Seriously consider
what a gut punch it was to lose Suba
and Lenny's and many others. And yet
vacant these stores stand as the months
and years tick by. In the right-hand
column here, I list the empty facades
all in one place in the hope that an
empty-store tracker heaps ignominy on
anyone who has the power to get the
deals done and isn't doing it.

Now let's turn to what is on
Broadway, because we've had some
churn for the good, too. By now,
everyone knows that Silver Moon and
Buttercup Bakery have risen. And
the silver lining of this deal is that
it revived the Broadway Restaurant
space, giving a good jolt to the east side
of Broadway between W. 101st and
W.102nd Sts. The bakery is selling
slices of tea cakes and lots of cupcakes
for anyone who wants to indulge but

not that much! Nearby, the old
Abigail's space, at the southeast
corner of W. 102nd St., has been
gussied up and a banner announces
a new Greek and Mediterranean
eatery, Volta, coming in. A bit
farther north, still on the east side
of the avenue but between W.
103rd and W. 104th Sts., Spear
Physical Therapy has opened, in
case you've sprained something
nearby doing Up Dog yoga or
Broadway TaeKwonDo martial
arts.

One afternoon around about
4:20,1 was dazed to see the signage
go up for The Sanctuary Garden,
between W. 98th and W. 99th Sts.,
with work nearing completion, but
quickly sobered when I realized it
is yet another dispensary. Living
the high life is getting easier and
easier with the proliferation of
smoke shops at our altitude.

On the west side of the avenue,
things are more static. A glimmer
of hope shines for the northwest
corner at W. 102nd St., at the base
of the Broadmoor, as there is much
movement within but still no
signage. Shiny Tea, the old teensy-
weensy sliver of a shop between W.
101st and W. 102nd Sts., is now
named, somewhat incongruously,
Boba Whale. Its tag line is
"Bubble Tea, Indonesian Coffee
& Dessert" and it is the home of
the Brown Sugar Milk Tea, which
seems to have started over on
First Ave.and E. 62nd St. If you
go to their website, I can all but
guarantee you are going to want
to pick up what they are putting
down, bubbles and all. And isn't
late summer the perfect time for
"the irresistible charm" of boba?
Please enjoy!

And the
Empties Awards

go to...

Empty on the West Side of the Ave.
2567 Broadway (once 7-Eleven)

2577 Broadway (once The Wiz)

2601 Broadway (once Lenny's bagelry)
2605 and 2607 Broadway (once Regional)

2625 Broadway (once part of Urban
Outfitters)

2647 Broadway (once Sterling Optical)

2675 Broadway (once Wolfnights)

2681 Broadway (something finally abrew here)
2709 Broadway (once Broadway Pizza)

2717 Broadway (once 104 Broadway Farm)
2721 Broadway (once Suba Pharmacy)

Empty on the East Side of the Ave.
2560 Broadway (once Citibank)
2566 Broadway (once All Seasons nail salon)
2582 Broadway (once Mono Cleaners)
2660 Broadway (once a smoke shop)
2666 Broadway (once Great Shape Threading)
2724 Broadway (once Nutbox)
2736 Broadway (once Shakespeare & Co)
2740 Broadway (once Silver Moon)
2742 Broadway (once Blondi's hair salon)
2748 Broadway (once Casa Hardware)

To the brokers repping the spaces above: Put

that boba down--boba is for closers only. Get
the deals done already.
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Join our email list by going to the Block Association website
w102-103blockassn.org
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Meet Your Talented Neighbors

By JuLia C. SPRING
STEPHANIE FULLER ANTHONY

Stephanie will have some of her Les
Demoiselles India ink works showing in
the Debbie Dickinson Gallery exhibit
at the international Art on Paper fair,
Pier 36 at 299 South St., Sept. 4-7.
'These are Art Deco—inspired drawings
of young women. Other drawings in
the series will be exhibited Sept. 10-30
at the Arthouse Hotel, 2178 Broadway
(77th St).

DEB RABBAI

'The fully improvised musical-comedy
award show Broadway’s Next Hit
Musical returns Fri., Sept. 26, 9:30
p-m. The first act features Phony
Award—nominated songs based on
audience suggestions. The second

is an improv musical based on the
winning song chosen by the audience,
complete with memorable characters,
witty dialogue, and songs you will be
humming for days. The cast features
master New York improvisers,
including Deb and special guest
Kerry Butler. At 54 Below, the cellar
of 254 W. 54th St. Tiickets $40-89 at

www.54below.org.

KATE MCLEOD

Kate’s play For The Love of Me will

have a reading at the Spencertown
Academy Arts Center (790 NY Rte.
203,Spencertown, NY, on Sat., Dec. 6,
7 p.m. Two Irish immigrants work at
Olana, the home of Frederic Church,
a central figure of the Hudson River

School of American landscape painters.

What does Michael see in Emilia?
What does Emilia imagine her future
to be? Watch their stories unfold.
katemcleodplaywright.com and

spencertownacademv.org

ELIZA LANSDALE

Eliza will be performing with the
Riverside Choral Society and orchestra
in two "Tis The Season! concerts,

Wed., Dec. 10, and Thurs., Dec. 11,
7:30 p.m., at the Basilica at Old St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, 263 Mulberry St.
'The holiday program includes works
by Bach, Handel, and Mendelssohn.
Tickets available in the fall:

riversidechoral.org.

MARY JO PAGANO

The Chamber Music Center of New
York was founded and is headed by
Mary Jo for teenage musicians. It
presents a concert of chamber music,
including Beethoven, Schubert, and
Vivaldi, on Sat., Dec. 13,7 p.m., at the
W83 Ministry Center, 150 W. 83rd St.

Admission is free.

AND DON’T FORGET ...

to check out the websites for the
Bloomingdale School of Music
(bsmny.org), Manhattan School of
Music (msmnyc.edu), and New Plaza
Cinema (newplazacinema.org) for

continuing or new programming this

fall.

Do you have an upcoming publication,
release, concert, exhibition, or other arts
event, physical or virtual? Let me know.
Send questions or notices for inclusion in
the Winter 2025 Newsletter (or beyond)
to creative@w102-103blockassn.org.
Do it today, before you forget!

w102103.blockassociation m Message  +8  ee-

g o 8 posts

17 followers

9 following

West 102nd & 103rd Street Block Association

The West 102nd & 103rd Street Block Association is a group of volunteers whe work to make our

blocks a vibrant, safe,... more
¢ w102-103blockassn.org

We're now on instagram!

follow us at
W102103.BLOCKASSOCIATION
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THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS!

RESIDENTS

235W. 102 ST.
Antonino
Baxter
Broderick
Callender

Daniel/Zawistowski

E. Davis
Epstein/Eden
Greene/Young
Kirkpatrick
Knight
Koffler
O'Hanlon
Parker

Scott

B. Williams
Zetlan
Zinsser

240 W. 102 ST.
Campbell
Flanagan/Hopkins
Kalish

Kojima
Worman/Chun
307 W. 102 ST.
Zakaria

310 W. 102 ST.
Albert

315 W. 102 ST.
Doeden Hansen

320 W. 102 ST.
Brail

250 W. 103 ST.
Lancaster
O'Brien
Rahmani

Wall

Winick

254 W. 103 ST.
Doherty

307 W. 103 ST.
Bridger/Paul

308 W. 103 ST.
Ellis/Lifchitz
lan

315W. 103 ST.
Kleidon / Ahmed

317 W. 103 ST.
Knee

855 WEST END AVE.
Ausubel

Henwood

Huey
Solowiejczyk/Porjesz

865 WEST END AVE.
Beels
Blumm/Snell-Blumm
Carroll/Bartlik
Davidge/Lott

Frank

Koplow

Lowenthal

Nye
Perchanok/Krasner
Wight

872 WEST END AVE.
Budzanoski

875 WEST END AVE.
Babush/Boirin
Barbor
Borinstein/Vartanian
Canin/Sauer
DeCurtis

Felton
Fricke/Klimley
Gillman
Grosof/Fisch
Keane

M. Levine
Malatzky
March/Laferrére
Offen/Beim
Roberts
Seaman/Dapre
Simon

P. Stein
Straw/Gubitosa
Ward
Yood/Helfrich

878 WEST END AVE.
S. Adams
Alvarez/Feinberg
Frizell/Smith

Gross/Ochshorn
Sagalyn/Hack

Skomorowsky/Marratto

Stearns
Winograd

884 WEST END AVE.
Colas

Davis

Fine

Fisch/Irizarry
Korman/Sher

Pines

885 WEST END AVE.
Bernstein/Bowen
Brown/Gruber

Cryer
Sherman/Chafetz
Skopov

Spring/Miller
Tolkow/Woodbury

299 RIVERSIDE DR.
Alamo
Bauchner/Weil
Brender

Dane
Flateman/Goldstein
Holtz/Horowitz
Kastanis
Leidner/Ruden
McLean/Wang
Reich/Dessel
Seidel/Field

Shear

Stern

Tedoff
Titowsky/Price
Wagner/Cecil
Wang/Sedlis

300 RIVERSIDE DR.
Bauman
Cherry/Hudson
Chevray

Corcoran
Davenport/Miller
Edelman/Gold
Forbes/De Prenger
Gouck/Oswald
Hudson/Cherry
Livingstone
Lupatkin

McLeod

Mills
Mitnick/Hochman
Paul/Haval
Rack/Agnew
Reich/Greenberg
Reiner/Lally

Rocks

Schiff

Seget
Smith/Castellano
Smith/Silverman
Thomas

van Schaardenburg
Vernacchio/Valsamis
Weiss

Weissberg

305 RIVERSIDE DR.
Avidon

Borrell

Colon
Danzig/Minerva
Goldschein

Hoffman

McGinn

310 RIVERSIDE DR.
Bien

Brown

Dooley
Freeman
Huber

Kelly
Kostelanetz
Maffei

Ralph
Savage/Carroll
Wagner
Woodward
Zuger

Zwyns

Zybert

COMMERCIAL

Best Copy & Shipping

Broadway Dive Bar

The Grape Collective

Dave Kolesnikow, Boomernology

Susan M. Schor, AARP/ UHC
Medicare

Sobel/Avvocato

Lauren Stahl, Healing Arts

CURRENT DONORS:
Thanks so much!
Names of those who are paid up through
the previous quarter appear above.

NEW DONORS:

Please use the enclosed envelope to send your contributions to:
W102-103 Streets Block Assn., PO Box 1940, New York, NY 10025.
Or contribute online at w102-103blockassn.org.
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